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ARTICLE 50.
All orders and decrees issued by the President of the Realm, including
those regarding national defence, require the counter-signature of the
Chancellor or of the competent National Minister in order to be valid.
Responsibility is assumed with the act of counter-signature*
ARTICLE 51.
Should the President of the Realm be prevented from exercising his
office, he shall be represented in the first place by the Chancellor.
Should it seem probable that he will be so prevented for a longer period,
the question of his proxy shall be settled by a national law.
The same regulation applies should the office of President fall
vacant for the period preceding a new election.
ARTICLE 52.
The National Government consists of the Chancellor and the
National Ministers.
ARTICLE 53.
The President of the Realm appoints and dismisses the Chancellor
and, on his recommendation, the National Ministers.
ARTICLE 54.
Chancellor and National Ministers require the confidence of the
Reichstag for the exercise of office. Any one of them must resign
should the Reichstag pass an express resolution withdrawing its con-
fidence.
ARTICLE 55.
The Chancellor is chairman of the National Government, and
conducts its business on the basis of Standing Orders, which shall be
drawn up by the National Government and approved by the President
of the Realm.
ARTICLE 56.
The Chancellor lays down general policy and bears the responsibility
therefor in the Reichstag. Each National Minister shall carry on his
Department independently within the lines laid down by the national
policy, and shall bear individual responsibility therefor to the Reichstag.
ARTICLE {57.
The National Ministers are bound to submit for discussion and
resolution to the National Cabinet all proposed legislation ; further, all
questions which either the constitution or the laws require to be so sub-
mitted ; also differences of opinion on questions which touch more thau
one Ministerial Department.
ARTICLE 58.
The National Government shall pass its resolutions by simple
majority. Where the voting is equal the Chair has a casting vote*